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ttpMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 4. 7-9, 12, 14-16. 18, 21-22, 26, 28-29. 31, 34-36, 39. 41, 43, 46-48 and 51 
swd rejected under 35 a.S.C, § 102(e) as being anticipated by Bezos et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6.029,141). 

The present inveniion allows a vendor's program to automate creation of 
hyperlinks by accessing a hyperlink database. In a preferred embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1 of 
the subject patent application, the hyperhnk database 30 stores various preformaned (generally 
error free) hyperlink code in computer usable/execution ready forma; (e.g., HTML format) 
and image representations for hyperlinks to respective merchants' web pages. The hyperlink 
database subsystem 31 is a part of a computer system 21 capable of receiving data requests 26 
and transmitting the resulting data (desired preformaHed hyperlink code and the like in computer 
usable/execution ready form) 27 over a network 28. In panicular, computer system 21 is coupled 
for communications across network 28 to a vendor's web development tool 24 running on a client 
computer 20. During the design of a web page 23, tiie web development tool 24 invokes an 
application program interface (API) 22 to generaie the data request 26 and to receive the resulting 
responses 27 (e.g., preformarted, computer usable/executable hyperiink code extracted from 
hyperiink database 30), Thus, the Apl 22 enables web development tools 24 to interact directiy 
with the hyperlink database subsystem 31 to create hyperlinks on web pages 23 under 
design/construction. 

As such, the invention API 22 benefits affiliates and vendors by allowing seamless 
integration of link creation into web development tools 24. The invention API 22 also benefits 
merchants by offering an easier and more accurate alternative for their affiliates to create the 
desired links on subject web pages 23. Thus, a key aspect of the present invention is that a 
response to a request includes preformatted, computer usable/ execution ready code data 
necessary to execute a desired hyperlink. This aspect is now recited in each of the base Claims I, 
15, 29 and 41 as now amended with tiie language ''...in response to said request, receiving a 
response comprising at least one of:... preformatied data necessary for generating at least one 
hyperiink, wherein said prefon^aped data necessary for generating said at least one hyperiink 
comprises com puter usable or execution ready code data necessary to execute each said 
hyperlink^(emphasis added)" 

Suppon for the foregoing is found at least on Specification page 6, lines 16-21; page 6, 
line 25 through page 7, linel6; page 11. lines 27-29 and page 14. lines 8-23as originally filed. 
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No oew maner is introduced. The claims have been amended to emphasize and fUnher highlighi 
thai the invention system provides prefonnaned. computer usable/executable hyperlink code 
which is patentably distinguishable over the mere instructions wd hyperlink URL examples 
(non-specific and in non-executable format) of the cited an. 

The U.S. patent to Bezos et al. is cited as disclosing that a customer referral system sends 
instmctions to the user that indicate how to create referring links on the associate web page. 
Such instructions do not meet the claim limitation of comprising "...preformaned data necessary 
tor generating at least one hyperlink comprises computer usable or execution ready code data 
necessary to execute each said hyperlink". This "...preformatted data" and "computer usable or 
execution ready code data'" claim limitation is recited in each of the independent Claims 1, 15, 29 
and 41 as now amended. Claims 2. 4. 7-9, 12 and 14 depend from base Claim 1 and thus inherit 
this claim limitation. Claims 16. }8, 21-23. 26 and 28 depend from base Claim 15 and thus 
inherit this claim limitation. Claims 31 , 34-36 and 39 depend from base Claim 29 and thus 
inherit this claim limitation. Similarly, Claims 43, 46-48 and 51 are dependent from base Claim 
41 and thus inherit this claim limitation. As such, the invention of each of these claims is not 
believed to anricipaied by Bezos et al. and thus the § 102(e) rejection of these claims is believed 
to be overcome. 

Claims 3, 17, 30 and 42 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bezos in view of Pern. Ill et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
US2001/0020231). Claims 3, 17, 30 and 42 are dependent from independent Claims 1, 15, 29 
and 41 respectively. Thus the foregoing arguments apply here. 

Perri, 111 et al. does not add to Bezos the response comprising "...preformatted data 
necessary for generating at least one hyperlink, wherein said preformaned data necessary for 
generating said at least one hyperUnk comprises computer usable or execution ready code data 
necessary to execute each said hyperlink" as recited in the base claims as now amended. Thus no 
combination of Bezos and Perri. HI make obvious the present invention as claimed in Claims 3, 
17, 30 and 42 which inherit the "preformatted" and "computer usable or execution code data" 
limitations from respective base claims. Thus withdrawal of the rejection of rhese claims under § 
103(a) is respectfully requested. 

Claims 5, 19, 32 and 44 have been rejected under U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Be2QS et al. in view of Vange et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2002/0004796). Claims 5, 19, 32 and 44 depend from base Claims 1, 15, 29 and 41 respectively. 
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Thus the arguments above regarding Bezos' lack of a response including "preformaned... 
computer usable or execution ready code data necessary to execute each said hyperlink" apply 
here. Vange et al does not add to Bezos the limiting claim language "preformatted... computer 
usable or execution ready code data necessary to execute each said hyperlink." Thus no 
combination of Bezos and Vange make the invention of Claims 5, 19, 32 and 44 obvious. 
Withdrawal of the § l03Ca) rejection of Claims 5, 19, 32 and 44 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 10. 1 1, 24, 25, 37. 38, 49 and 50 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bezos in view of Ama20n.com as published on October 13, 1999. 
Claims 10 and 1 1 depend from base Claim I. Claims 24 and 25 depend from base Claim 15. 
Claims 37 and 38 depend from base Claim 29. Claims 49 and 50 depend from base Claim 41 . 
Thus the above arguments against Bezos in view of base Claims l, 15, 29 and 41 apply here. 
The Araazon.com reference does not add to Bezos et al. the receiving of a response comprising 
••...preformatted data necessary for generating at least one hyperlink, wherein said preformatted 
data necessary for generating said at least one hyperlink comprises computer usable or execution 
ready code data necessary to execute each said hyperlink" as now recited in base Claims 1, 15. 29 
and 41 as now amended. Thus no combination of Bezos and the Amazon.com reference is 
believed to make obvious the present invention of Claims 10, J 1, 24, 25, 37, 38, 49 and 50. 
Withdrawal of the § 103Ca) rejection of these claims is respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed *at all pending claims 
(Claims 1-5, 7-19, 21-32, 34-44 and 46-52) are in condition for allowance, and it is respectfully 
requested that the application be passed to issue. If the Examiner feels that a telephone 
conference would expedite prosecution of this case, the Examiner is invited to call the 
undersigned. 

Respectfijlly submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS. P.C. 

frlr Wfel -' 

Mary Lou W^Rimura 
Registration No. 31,804 
Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
Facsimile: (978) 341-0136 


Concord, MA 01742-9133 
Dated: a},-^^^ 
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